WRITING GROUP 
MEETING 


The Veterans Writing Group 
will meet in SC214 second floor 
of the One-Stop on Wednesday, 
Nov. 5, 3 to 5 p.m. 

This club serves to give veter- 
ans the opportunity to write and 
connect with one another. Please 
attend if interested. 


SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSTRUCTOR 
INTEREST MEETING 


Supplemental Instructors (SI) 
specialize in tutoring students in a 
specific class. 

If intersted in becoming an SI, 
attend an informational meeting 
on Noy. 10 at noon in C209 in 
Spurk building on the Haverhill 
campus. 


SPRING COURSE 
REGISTRATION HAS 


BEGUN 


NECC students are now able 
to register for Spring 2014 cours- 
es. 

Students should meet with 
their advisors and discuss plans 
for graduating on time before 
registering. 


ATHLETICS 


SPONSORED 


CELTICS TRIP 


The NECC Athletics depart- 
» ment is sponsoring a trip to see 
the Boston Celtics at the TD Gar- 
den. 

The trip will be on Wednes- 
day, Dec. 17 and the cost will be 
$45 with a valid NECC ID card. 

See Maureen Saliba in the 
Haverhill Sport and Fitness Cen- 
ter, room C104, to purchase. 


VETERAN 
SERVICES HOST 
VETERAN 


APPRECIATION DAY 

NECC Student Engagement 
and NECC Veteran Organization 
will host a Veteran Appreciation 
Day for NECC veterans. 

There will be food for the 
guests, as well as important in- 
formations for veterans on how 
to get help from their community. 

Veterans Appreciation, Day 
will take place Wednesday, Nov. 
12 from noon to | p.m. 

RSVP at engagement@necc. 
mass.edu. 


: Photo by Faith Gregory 
Lawrence has a new testing center that now offers walk-in testing and a more flexible schedule for students. There is 
also more space in the center, and the facility can hold up to 20 students at a time. Read about the new center on page 
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‘Opportunity Works’ really works 


Mike Prescott is an 
all-star member of 
NECC partner org. 
‘Opportunity Works’ 


By DuANE SHERMAN 
Correspondent 

Over the decades, NECC has 
seen many gifted athletes on its 
campus. To find one that also 
has the ability to sing and enjoys 
working with the homeless would 
be rare. It would make that indi- 
vidual a bit of a Renaissance man. 
Meet 28-year-old Mike Prescott, 
who is from from North Andover. 

Prescott is a man of many tal- 
ents, and he shares them with all 
that come into contact with him. 

When students pass Prescott in 
the halls, they have no idea that 
he is a gifted athlete with a shin- 
ing past. 

He started participating in the 
Special Olympics at the young 
age of 5 years old. Since that 
time, he has taken home over 
50 medals from the ceremonies. 
Prescott’s infectious smile shows 
his pride in winning all of them. 
He excels at relay races and track 
and field. 

Prescott can also nail the 
3-point basketball shots. It’s a 
specialty of his, and he has the 
gold, silver and bronze medal- 
lions to prove it. You can be cer- 
tain that he keeps them all shined 
up. 

“My participation in the 
games has made me happy and 
proud,” said Prescott. He found 
a girlfriend at the games as well. 

Prescott is not a student at 
NECC, but a participant in a pro- 
gram called “Opportunity Works,” 
which has a relationship with the 
college. The program helps to 
ready it’s participants for the real 
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Mike Prescott is a member of Opportunity Works. 


world, preparing them to under- 
stand it with real work experi- 
ence. 

The program allows the indi- 
vidual to assimilate easier into 
the daily tasks of life. Prescott is 
one of the standouts of ‘Opportu- 
nity Works.’ 

“This is a great fit for all of 
Mike’s potential,” said Jamie 
Nadeau, who serves as Project 
Search coordinator for the pro- 
gram. “This also helps to keep 
him in his peer group,” said Na- 
deau. 

The program lasts 30 weeks, 
breaking individual assignments 
into three 10 week positions 
around the Haverhill and Law- 
rence campuses. Prescott’s first 
assignment was with campus se- 
curity. There, he manned the se- 
curity desk in the Spurk building 
and walked the beat of the park- 
ing lots, looking for offenders 
that had parked illegally, or were 
in a handicapped spot without a 
placard or proper license plate. 

“Mike did an excellent job 
with us. He was very motivated. 


He just jumped right into it,” said 
Dan Tirone, Operations Com- 
mander for Public Safety on the 
NECC campus. “I wish all of my 
guys were as motivated as Mike.” 

Prescott felt right at home in 
the ranks of security. He loves 
the law. In fact, two of his favor- 
ite shows are ‘Judge Judy’ and 
“Cops.” 

When his time with security 
was up and he was ready for the 
next position, Prescott, a known 
prankster with a sense of humor, 
was given a special pizza party. 
The members of NECC security 
turned the tables and served him 
up a still wrapped, frozen pizza. 

In all actuality, there was a 
stack of fresh hot ones in the 
next room for everyone to enjoy. 
Prescott felt like one of the guys 
and knew that they all appreciat- 
ed what he had done for them. 

The second assignment put 
Prescott in the middle of the food 
world, landing him a spot in Jit- 
ters Campus Cafe in the Spurk 
Building. 

Continued on backpage... 
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The holidays can be fun, but 
not everyone wants to spend 
two solid months in Candy 


Cane America. 


The once-firm boundaries between holi- 
days, the clear lines that separated Christmas 
from the rest of the year have been breaking. 
First, Thanksgiving fell, and the storm of 
pine and peppermint flooded forward to the 
very edge of October. 

So far, Halloween is holding, but the 
Christmas season is beginning to leak 
through. Some stores have had Christmas 
displays up since the last week of September. 
Many start their change-over on Oct. 29 or 
30. 

We get it. Christmas is fun. There are spe- 
cial kinds of decoration, a (painfully small) 
collection of songs that form a mini-genre for 
the season, and it’s a time when we get to let 
go of our stiff adult cynicism and enthusias- 
tically embrace the notions of human good- 
ness and mutual wellbeing. There are even 
occasional opportunities to dress up, and the 
chance to give members of your community 
small gifts. 

You know what else has all those things? 

Halloween. 

So if Christmas can bleed out into the very 
beginnings of autumn, why can’t Hallow- 
een spill forward into the winter? Why not 
put away those Christmas carols for another 
month or so and put on a playlist of the Mon- 
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ster Mash, creepy sound effects, and Oingo 
Boingo’s “No One Lives Forever?” 

Let’s have some more Halloween parties. 
Let’s go trick-or-treating the way folks go 
caroling. Don’t want to bug your neighbors 
for candy? Why not trick-or-treat for spare 
change and raise money for a local animal 
shelter? Don’t want to go out in a flimsy Sexy 
Mitt Romney costume after the snow starts to 
fall? Pick out a nice, fuzzy werewolf outfit or 
go out as a vampire -- capes are warm, you 
know! 

And get some more events going! You 
put a lot of work into your costume this year, 
didn’t you? Aren’t you a little bummed out 
that you only got to wear it that one time? 
Let’s resolve to ensure that every autumn 
every casual costume enthusiast gets at least 
three events to show off their work. 

So if you want a little extra time for your 
Christmas shopping -- say you actually want 
to start on Black Friday, not the month and 
a half of special-secret-pre-sale-sales, con- 
sider showing up to Thanksgiving dressed as 
Frankenstein’s Turkey. Put up orange string 
lights for a while before the red and green 
ones. Get your money’s worth from the fog 
machine you rented. 

Fight back against the Candy Cane Horde 
and the endless loop of Jingle Bell Rock and 
the only Mariah Carey song that’s still rele- 
vant. March forward, as ghosts, or zombies, 
or elaborate and clever visual puns, and take 
November back from Christmas, by filling it 
with Halloween. 
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“Santa #cool” 


JOHN RODGERS 
Liberal Arts Major 


“T love the first snow of 
the season.” 


ARI CRAWFORD 
LA: Theater 


“Not looking forward to 
working on Friday, but I’m 
really excited for Christmas” 
SHANE FULFORD 


Psychology Major 


“I like snow, candles and 
cookies, so it’s pretty great.” 


Katie Formos! 
General Studies 


“T think the holiday seasor 
is gonna be awesome” 


TREVON GILCHRIST 
General Studies 


“Holiday season is filled with 
family, love and holiday cheer.” 


Jon GRAY 
English Major 
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NECC baseball team 
members give their 
opinions on the 


value of playing 
By ASHLEE Rose FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

Have you ever thought of 
joining a sports team at NECC? 
Think you wouldn’t have time to 
juggle classes, work and a sport? 
The students on the NECC base- 
ball team beg to differ. 

Baseball is an all American 
sport. Here’s some of the NECC 
baseball players giving their 
opinion on college sports: 

Ryan Mcauliffe, number 19. 
Has been playing baseball since 
the age of 5. He is a two-year 
pitcher at NECC. Heres what 


Mcauliffe had to say about be- 
ing on the team. “Gets you in the 
right direction for college, it has 
a nice set schedule but is strict.” 
Harrison Smoske, number 6. 
Has been playing baseball since 


been playing baseball since the 
age of 1. He is a three-year first 
baseman at NECC. Heres what 
Rogers had to say about being on 
the team: 

“Helps with school, and you 


You get a great expierence from being on 
the team. 
- Mac Singleton 


the age of 1. He is a one-year cen- 
ter at NECC. Heres what Smoske 
had to say about being on the 
team: “Gets you involved, it’s 
somewhat strict although some- 
times it is tough with work.” 

Jake Rogers, number 16. Has 


3 Mac Singleton 
#8 
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got to keep your grades up be- 
cause its strict.” 

Zarif Pajazetovic, number 28. 
Has been playing baseball since 
the age of 7. He is a two-year 
pitcher at NECC. Heres what Pa- 
jazetovic had to say about being 


:  Salacs 


Jake Raynes 
#16 


on the team: 

“It gives you something to do 
through the semester.” 

Ryley Wannock, number 5. 
Has been playing baseball since 
the age of 3. He is a two-year 
shortstop at NECC. Heres what 
Wannock had to say about being 
on the team: “You have to keep 
your grades up and be responsi- 
ble.” 

Mac Singleton, number 8. Has 
been playing baseball since the 
age of 3. He is a two-year second 
basemen at NECC. Heres what 
Singleton had to say about being 
on the team. 

“You get a great experience 
being on the team.” 

Coach Jeff Mejia, who has 
been coaching the team for three 
years now, said the advantage 


of students playing in a college 


Ryley Wannock 


ges of playing college sports 


atmosphere rather than in high 
school is that “many students 
tend to be more focused in the 
classroom when playing a college 
sport, as their time is limited, so 
they tend to get their assignments 
and studying done sooner than 
later.” : 

NECC is a great segue for the 
players to move on to four-year 
schools. 

A lot of the players mentioned 
how it can be strict being on a 
college team. 

“We as an athletic department 
work very well with the registra- 
tion and advising center to help 
all our athletes excel in and out of 
the classroom,” said Mejia. 

The team is like a family. The 
way the coaches and the players 
interact with each other really 


#6 


#5 
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- This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
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You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 ; 
observer@necc.mass.edu — 
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Updates on school business 


NECC CFO David 
Gingerella met with 


the Student Senate 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 


Chief Finanacial Officer Da- 
vid Gingerella visited the senate 
to answer questions and give up- 
dates of the on goings at NECC. 

President of the senate Donna 
Passemato started by asking Gin- 
gerella if he would like to start 
and if he had anything to say. 
Gingerella started by introducing 
himself and explaining to the sen- 
ate what he does at the college. “I 
am here to answer any questions 
you have.” 


Jitters pricing 


Jitters reports to Gingerella 
and complaints go to Gingerella. 
“There was a complaint about a 
year ago. We cannot have issues 
from a year ago to keep coming 
up.® Gingerella said he spoke to 
the manager of Jitters and has not 
had any complaints directed to 
him. “Speak to Jitters about the 
issues as soon as you have an is- 
sue and old issues should not be 
brought up for things to be fixed,” 
stated Gingerella. 

Secretary of the senate Crystal 
Pringle was concerned with food 


lunch in high school and got bet- 
ter quality lunches.” Gingerella 
said, he responded to the students 
telling them, “When they are in 
high school they get a $10 lunch 
and it is subsidized to $2.50. The 
Jitters prices are fair market.” 


NECC Health 
insurance brochures 


Carlos Vasquez the parliamen- 
tarian wanted to thank Gingerel- 
la for the health insurance bro- 
chures that were recently created 
from suggestions from last year’s 
senate. Vasquez found them very 
helpful as well as other senators. 

Gingerella suggested all stu- 
dents that have the health insur- 
ance should take advantage of the 
benefits. “If you take advantage 
of it you will find it to be very 
beneficial.” Gingerella said. 


WiFi signal in 
Haverhill buildings 
B and E; Lawrence 


Senator Jeremy Collado has 
some concerns with Wi-Fi prob- 
lems in buildings B and E. Col- 
lado said, “There is little to no 
Wi-Fi connection. Professors 
have trouble getting information 
through the internet and it inter- 


SS rT. 


When they are in high school, [students] 
get a $10 lunch and it is subsidized to 
$2.50. The Jitters prices are fair market. 

- David Gingerella, CFO of NECC 


es 


prices and more hot food options. 
Gingerella wanted to get straight 
to the point about the pricing. 
Gingerella said the reason stu- 
dents do not like the pricing is 
as high school students they are 
used to having heavily subsidized 
lunches for four years, then they 
come to college and they have to 
pay more. Gingerella said, “Stu- 
dents have said they paid less for 


November 17, 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


EASY 
lastant 


rupts the class flow.” Collado was 
also concerned with the library 
computers because they take a 
long time just to log in. 
Gingerella said he was not 
aware of that problem with the 
computers in the library and will 
look into it. He said, “They should 
not be taking a long time to load.” 
But he did state that the Wi-Fi is- 
sue has a lot to do with the build- 
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ing. “They buildings were built 
so they would be here forever, 
they are built with cement block 
walls. The Wi-Fi connection has 
trouble going through them.” 

Gingerella also recognized 4 
bandwidth issue on campus. He 
stated a fact that most people 
have two or three portable de- 
vices. With everyone on campus 
using them it slows the internet 
connection down. 

Gingerella asked if that was a 
similar problem in Lawrence and 
the Lawrence senators responded 
with a, “Yes.” Gingerella said he 
will also check into that issue. 


NECC 8 affordability 
and spending 
priorities 


The treasurer of the senate 
Maryanne O’Connel was con- 
cerned with the financial standing 
of NECC. Gingerella said, “His- 
torically we have been the least 
expensive community college to 
attend. We now are in the mid- 
dle of community colleges for 
pricing, it is a good place to be. 
There are 15 communtiy colleges 
(in the state); eight are more ex- 
pensive and six are less expen- 
sive.” 

Gingerella said, “the extra 
money has been put into facil- 
ities. Hand dryers in the bath- 
rooms replaced everywhere ex- 
cept The Spurk building, — tree 
trimming, so there are not trees 
falling on cars, The book store 
has been done over, Lighting on 
both campus. We are now using 
LED lights that are brighter but 
cheaper to run.” 

Gingerella also said, “The col- 
lege balance sheet is in the best 
position it has been in in four 
years since I have been here. Bal- 
ance sheet is as strong as it could 
be. You have an admin. that is de- 
termined to keep your cost as low 
as possible ... with a quality edu- 
cations Science labs were all done 
on grants; they are all state of the 
art. If you go to UMass Lowell 
you would not see the labs like 
we have. Plus each classroom is 
a smart classroom. You should all 


feel comfortable that your college 
is in good financial state.” 


Status of security 
contractor and 
number of officers 


Passemato the Senate Presi- 
dent brought up another concern 
of hers and asked Gingerella, 
“How close are we to bidding 
on other security companies and 
having that done with? It is a 
problem because staff has been 
cut.” 

Gingerella responded with, 
“I want to clarify security staff 
has not been cut. It has been in- 
creased every year over the past 
three years. Two full time posi- 
tions were created in Lawrence 
when the El Hefni building 
opened. Lawrence is managed 
different from Haverhill. Law- 
rence has one public safety offi- 
cer in each building while classes 
are in session, with an additional 
one or two security officers in the 
parking lots. We have three or 
four security officers in Haverhill 
and all the shuttle bus drivers are 
trained public safety officers. We 
have raised the budget for public 
safety and their training has been 
increased.” 

Gingerella then referred to 
an article in the Observer that 
was written about this issue and 
said, “If you read articles in the 
Enquirer, oh I mean the Observ- 
er, could be called the Enquirer, 
it sounds like we are looking to 
change companies. We are not. 
They are the college’s largest 
outside contract. The college has 
state law to follow that requires 
us to bid it. We had this company 
for about six or seven years. So 
we need to bid it. If we change 
companies we will manage it so 
students, staff, and faculty are 
impacted as little as possible. We 
will not do it based on money; we 
will do it based on the safety of 
students, staff, and faculty. 


Smoking policy 


The subeject then turned to 
the smoking policy. Collado is 
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concerned because he sees more 
and more students smoking in the 
parking lots. 

Gingerella said he was specifi- 
cally asked if they were allowing 
students to smoke in the parking 
lots on nights and weekends. 
“Here is the issue. We have a 
policy that is unenforceable and 
what we mean is that unless we - 
want to bring the students or a 
guests up on charges and bring 
them in front of Dina and Nita, 
we asked them to put the cigarette _ 
out but as soon as public safety 
leaves they re-light the cigarette. 
We are not relaxing the rules. The 
conclusions was that smokers are 
minorities so oh well. There was 
not much solved with that con- 
cer.” 

Pringle said she heard com- 
plaints, “if you wish to cut down 
on smoking on campus is one 
way to provide an area for them 
to smoke. You have students for 
very long periods of time on cam- 
pus. Some students are on bikes. 
One student did not know what 
to do. Some people do not have a 
car, which means they get pushed 
out on the streets and into the 
neighborhoods. | think it puts a 
mark on the school.” 


Signage at the 
Lawrence campus 


Senator Jasmine Polanco is 
concerned with signage around 
Lawrence. “I notice when I go to 
the Haverhill campus there are 
signs that point you in the correct 
direction but they are not in Law- 
rence.” 

“What we have tried to do in 
Lawrence and we worked with 
the. mayor and the city council. 
We do have the banners on the 
light poles around campus. It is 
tougher to do in the inner city. We 
do have to do a better job with 
signage and we are going to do 
that,” said Gingerella. 

The NECC Student Senate 
meets on Wednesdays in All2 
in the Library in Haverhill and 
L244 in Lawrence. Meetings are 
public and students are entitled 
to attend. 


3:00 p.m. 
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Black Friday is back _|Taylor Robin keeps 
her eyes on the prize 


Black Friday is 
becoming a bigger 
holiday than 
Thanksgiving 


By CuristinA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


The holiday season is around 
the corner, as Thanksgiving and 
Black Friday are approaching in 
the next two weeks. 

For some, it seems as though 
both came earlier this year. In 
some stores, such as CVS or 
Macy’s, holiday items began to 
appear on shelves two weeks 
into October, before Halloween. 


ward Members getting a jump 
start. 

Last year at Best Buy, people 
lined up five days before Black 
Friday for the doorbuster deals. 

NECC student and general 
studies major Maddi Wilson, 
works as a sales associate for the 
clothing store Guess at the Mer- 
rimack Outlets in Merrimack, 
N.H. 

“We open at 6 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving, which other 
stores here are doing as well,” 
said Wilson. 

She said, “I’m thinking more 
about Black Friday than Thanks- 
giving. Maybe because I work 
retail.” 


SSS 


I’m thinking more about Black Friday than 


Thanksgiving. Maybe because I work retail. 
- Maddi Wilson 
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According to CNN Reporter 
Claire Zillman, Thanksgiving 
is gone for good: retailers have 
chewed up and spit out the sig- 
nificance of Thanksgiving. 

Black Friday is one of the 
busiest shopping days of the 
year. The deals are hard to beat, 
with unbelievable rebates on 
televisions, tablets, and other 
electronics at stores such as Best 
Buy or BJ’s Wholesale Club. 

Major retailers have started 
their “Black Friday” sales even 
before Thanksgiving. 

In 2013, BJ’s released Black 
Friday deals during Thanksgiv- 
ing week to their 2 percent Re- 


Mariah Collins, 
student, said, 

“People plan for weeks and 
even end their holiday early, go 
to bed earlier, so they can wake 
up at whatever time they have 
to and go out shopping. It’s sad 
that it all happens the day after a 
holiday in which we spend time 
being thankful for what we al- 
ready have.” 

Retailers such as Walmart 
and Best Buy opened at 6 p.m. 
on Thanksgiving last year, two 
hours earlier from 2012, and 
the earliest retailers have been 
known to open for Black Friday. 

The website theblackfriday. 


an NECC 


Meet Phonnara 


Phonnara Dy is a 
hardworking, 

NECC student who 
proves anything can 
be accomplished 


By EDUARDO SOUZA 
Correspondent 

Phonnara Dy sits with his lap- 
top open and attentively listens to 
Professor Diann Cahaly’s biolo- 
gy lecture on cell structure. Dy’s 
laptop displays the day’s power- 
point presentation, his notebook 
is open, and he’s ready to take the 
day’s notes. 

Dy is a 32-year-old resident of 
Lowell who moved from Cambo- 
dia in the winter of 2011. Soon 
after getting a job to support 
himself in this foreign place, he 
knew that if he wanted his life to 
get better he needed a degree. He 
then enrolled in Northern Essex 
with the goal of getting an Asso- 
ciate of Nursing degree. 

“T really want to be a nurse,” 
Dy says. 

Since Cambodian is vastly dif- 
ferent from English, which isn’t 
his first language, Dy says he 


needs complete focus in class in 
order to learn the material. 

“The language is really hard 
for me,” says Dy. “Sometimes I 
don’t understand what people are 
saying.” 

Dy’s perseverance is evident 
to anyone who meets him. He not 
only works full-time, seven days 
a week, but is still taking fifteen 
credits this semester. He holds 
two jobs: one as a machine op- 
erator for Vicor Corporation; the 
other as a CNA for Atria Marland 
Place in Andover. 

Dy has a passion for helping 
people and hopes to continue 
helping people as a nurse. 

“As a CNA,” Dy said, “I help 
elderly people. I assist them. I 
give them medication.” 

As a machine operator, he runs 
many different types of mecha- 
nisms. 

As taxing as working and go- 
ing to school in a foreign country 
is for Dy, his indomitable spirit 
perseveres and faces challenges 
head on. 

“J work seven days a week,” 
said Dy. “But I also have to study, 
because only school can make my 
life better in the U.S.” 

Dy said school is difficult 


com has shopper information on 
how to score deals at retailers, 
what products are popular this 
year, and other news related to 
the stores. 

Walmart has not released this 
year’s Black Friday informa- 
tion yet on their website. The- 
blackfriday.com reported that 
Walmart’s deals are usually pub- 
lished in November. 

About Best Buy they said, 

“According to a report from 
Seattle NBC affiliate King5 
news and WCPO, an ABC tele- 
vision affiliate in Cincinnati, 
Best Buy will open at 6 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving evening.” 

There are some people who 
wanted to preserve Thanksgiv- 
ing, trying to keep it alive and 
meant for family and friends 
coming together. 

“It is disgusting to see what 
retailers have had to succumb to. 
Do they even know or remember 
how to enjoy a nice holiday with 
their family and friends?” said 
NECC student Adele Lacasse. 

To their distaste, they are 
losing that battle to the retailers 
who continue to compete with 
each other for the greatest con- 
sumer flow, and sale growth. 

Over the years, retailers have 
moved their opening times up 
from 5 to 3 a.m., or from mid- 
night to 8. p.m. and now stores 
are opening at 6 p.m. on Thanks- 
giving. 

After these two holidays, 
which are now turning into one, 
consumers continue to gear up 
and put their armor on to face, 
the mall crowds, traffic, and hol- 
iday activities. 


By NicHoLas MAzZzonE 
Correspondent 

Taylor Robin, an NECC student 
and fitness fanatic who uses social 
media to push her to keep working 
out and keep her eyes on the prize. 
Taylor is fitness fanatic. She loves 
to working out and helping inspire 
people to do the same. 

Robin grew up in Massachu- 
setts her whole life. She was born 
on June 23, 1994, in Lawrence 
General, to Charlene and Tim 
Traynor from Methuen, Mass. 
She attended Timony Grammar 
School in Methuen, Mass. 

Robin graduated from middle 
school in 2008 and then attended 
Central Catholic High School in 
Lawrence, Mass. While she was 
there, she enjoyed making new 
friends and also played multiple 
sports. She was a three year varsi- 
ty cheerleader for the Raiders. She 
graduated in 2012 and started her 
transition from high school to col- 
lege. 

After high school, Robin decid- 
ed to attend NECC to help her figure 
out what she wanted to do in life. 
She is currently a student studying 
multimedia and hoping one day to 
become a big time movie producer. 
While attending NECC, Robin be- 
came a fitness fanatic and has fallen 
in love with working out. Working 
out makes her feel good and helps 
her motivate herself to become a 
better person. 

“T work out to become a better 
person, and make myself grow 
and become a better individual,” 
said Robin. 

Robin started her blog to help 
her motivate herself and push her 


to workout. She posts pictures 
of her daily workout, the calo- 
ries she burned and her time. She 
does this every day to help her 
motivate herself and show that 
people can do it if they put the 
work into it. 

Chelsea Flanagan, a student at 
NECC, is Robin’s best friend and 
always pushes Robin to go to the 
gym. Robin works out every day 
with her friends Flanagan and 
Nodine Webster, another student 
at NECC. They run and do all 
their workouts together. 

Flanagan loves how Robin 
posts her workouts to social me- 
dia all the time. She feels inspired 
by her. Flanagan said, “by posting 
pictures on social media it helps 
inspire others and also helps you 
stay on track and finish your 
workout every day, social media 
is great for the fitness world.” 

Social media has been bene- 
fiting the fitness world for many 
years now. Many people now 
have blogs to help motivate peo- 
ple and push them to work out. 
Many people struggle with trying 
to work out every day, but if you 
log onto a social media site, there 
is plenty of inspiration all around. 

“Seeing others post pictures 
helped me motivate myself to do 
the same,” said Robin. 

Robin saw all her social media 
friends posting work out videos 
and pictures of all of them get- 
ting into shape and she thought, 
that can be her one day. She then 
decided to create an account on 
Instagram, in which people can 
follow her progress. Students can 
follow her progress on Instagram 
at @trobinfitness. 


Dy, a persevering student 


sometimes because he works sev- 
en days a week and struggles to 
find the time to study. But some- 
how he makes it work. 

Dy is trilingual. He not only 
speaks Cambodian and English 
fluently, but also French. 

“In Cambodia, they teach us 
French and English,” said Dy. 


Dy is currently in his fourth 
semester at NECC and close to 
getting his degree in nursing. But 
he also has another degree from 
Cambodia. 

“J have a degree in finance and 
banking,” said Dy. “But it’s hard 
to get a job with my degree from 
Cambodia.” 
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The English they teach sounds different from here. 
When I moved here, I had a hard time understanding 
people. 


- Phonnara Dy 


SY 


But the English they teach is 
British and different from the 
U.S.’s. “The English they teach 
sounds different from here. When 
I moved here, I had a hard time 
understanding people.” 

Aaron Labrecque, a class- 
mate of his majoring in physical 
education, is impressed by Dy’s 
dedication to school. “Phonnara 
is friendly and eager to learn,” 
said Labrecque. Labrecque said 
it’s amazing that Dy speaks three 
différent languages. 


With his finance degree in his 
native country, Dy worked as a 
project manager for Unicef where 
he wrote proposals and requested 
money from different organiza- 
tions to fund Unicef’s projects. 
He hopes to use his experience 
as a project manager in this next 
step of his life. 

When Dy came to the U.S. in 
2011, he left all of his family back 
in Cambodia. His two parents and 
six siblings, five sisters and one 
brother, all live in Cambodia. 


“My parents have their own 
business and they sell clothes 
materials,” said Dy. “One of my 
sisters has her own business. Two 
of my sisters are at the university 
for nursing back in Cambodia.” 

Many of Dy’s siblings have 
their own businesses. But he still 
helps them whenever he can. Dy 
not only supports himself here, 
but also sends money to his fami- 
ly in Cambodia and helps support 
them as well. 

According to Dy, there are 
vast differences between his 
home country and the U.S. 

“To me, the biggest differenc- 
es are language, weather, cul- 
tures, living styles and food,” he 
said. 

Despite all the differences in 
culture, working two jobs and go- 
ing to school full-time, living in a 
foreign place with no family near- 
by and all the hardships that this 
32-year-old encounters daily, Dy 
still comes to every single class, 
asks questions when he doesn’t 
understand something, and gives 
his all in work and school every 
day. 
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Art students visit the 
Goya exhibit at the 
Boston MFA 


By Kim WHITING 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

On Wednesday, Oct. 29, about 
40 art students and staff attended 
a trip to the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston to see an exhibit called 
“Order and Disorder” by the 
Spanish master, Francisco Goya. 

“The bus was completely full, 
and a couple of people drove, 
too,” said Tatiana Scott, an art 


major at NECC who attended the 
trip. 

“By the time the first few 
classes were invited, there was 
already a waiting list to go.” 

The trip is always popular, ac- 


cording to professor Mare Mann- 
heimer, but this year the depart- 
ment received a grant to cover all 
of the travel expenses and they 
took advantage of the fact that 
admission to the museum is free 
on Wednesdays. 

“This time, we had the won- 
derful, added advantage of being 
able to see the Goya show, one 
of the best retrospectives of his 
work ever mounted in Boston.” 

Goya (1746-1828) is hailed 
as one of the “titans of European 
art” by the MFA website. 

The summary further stated 
that “... most of the works exhib- 
it a disquieting tension between 
harmony and chaos.” 

The work was organized the- 
matically to highlight the diversi- 
ty of the artists work. 


This exhibit will remain on 
display until Jan. 19, 2015. 

Stephanie Santamaria is a vi- 
sual arts major who said that her 
favorite thing about the trip was 
being able to see the different 
styles of his work. 

“When I first learned about his 
work, it was all about his dark- 
er, more serious stuff. Learning 
about his portraits and still lifes 
intrigued me,” said Santamaria. 
“He captured the model’s dignity 
and poise very well.” 

Santamaria said that she hadn’t 
been to the museum for a very 
long time but would definately go 
back on her own after this trip. 

More information about this 
exhibit is available at the muse- 
um’s website, www.mfa.org. 


Hidy exhibit 


A look at the ve of 
professor and artist 
Lance Hidy 


A retrospective exhibit of the 
work of NECC professor of art, 
Lance Hidy, will soon be on dis- 
play at the Museum of Printing, 
800 Massachusetts Ave. North 
Andover, MA. 

The display will open with a 
slide lecture by Hidy on Friday, 
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. and the work 
will remain on display in the mu- 


seums exhibition rooms through 
December 27. Viewing hours are 
Sat. 10-4 or by appointment. 
Hidy’s diverse range of work 
includes etching, silkscreen and 
photoshop. This talk will high- 
light his adaptation of the Penum- 
bra typeface, his creation of three 
U.S. postage stamps, and his col- 
laboration with Ansel Adams. 
Admission is free but a $5 do- 
nation to the museum is welcome. 
More information is available 
at the museum’s website www. 
museumofprinting.org. 


Photo Courtesy of Dianne Pappas 


Students and their professors gathered for a photo at the 
entrance to Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts. 


Music event 


Famous guitarist to 
visit the Haverhill 
campus this month 


Responding to an invitation 
to campus by NECC professor of 
music, Mike Lecuyer, rock and 
roll guitar great, Marty Walsh, 
will be visiting the Haverhill 
campus on Wednesday, Nov. 19 
at 1 p.m. 

This event will be held in 
TC220. Admission is free and 
open to the public. 


Walsh’s career as a profes- 
sional musician has spanned 
more than three decades. 

Walsh has recorded and toured 
with tons of world famous artists 
including Dolly Parton, Don- 
na Summer, Christopher Cross, 
Supertramp, Leann Rimes and 
Freddie Jackson. 

Currently, Walsh is an assis- 
tant professor at Berklee College 
of Music in Boston. Earlier this 
year, he released his new ‘instru- 
mental album “The Total Plan”. 


Another look at the graphic novels 


Graphic novel 
exhibit being moved 


to Haverhill campus 
By Kim WuitInG 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


This is the last week to view 
the artwork of Jeff Henriquez in 
the Bentley library Art Space. 

The work has been on display 
since the opening reception on 
Sept. 30, when students had the 
opportunity to meet the artist and 
speak with him about his work. 

Taking its place soon is the 
artwork of students who partic- 
ipated in the exhibit previously 
hosted by the Haverhill Public 
Library entitled “Art and Litera- 
ture of the Graphic Novel.” 

According to professor Marc 
Mannheimer, “The _ students’ 
work will be up by next Tuesday, 
Nov. 11 at the latest, and be up 
until Nov. 30.” 

A reception has not yet been 
scheduled. 

Artists and guests attended an 
opening reception in the John- 


» | son auditorium at the public li- 


brary on Sept. 11 and the artwork 
was on display there through the 
month of September. 

This display is the product of 
students enrolled in the Spring 
2014 semester of a learning com- 


] munity class by the same name. 


The class is co-taught by Mann- 
heimer and professor Ginger Hu- 
rajt and it explores the connection 


J between art and literature. 


Artists, professors and guests attended an opening 
reception on Sep. 11 at the Haverhill public library 


Photos by Kim Whiting 


Students wrote and illustrated 
short stories in the style of a com- 
ic, relying heavily on the illustra- 
tion to tell the story. Twenty-one 
stories were compiled into a 44 
page book which was created en- 
tirely on the Haverhill campus, 
called “Tales From the Valley, 
Volume 1.” 

This book is Volume | because 
this is the first year this class was 
offered. The feedback from stu- 
dents was overall very positive, 
and Mannheimer said that he is 
looking forward to many more 
volumes to come. 

“TI liked this class and doing 
this project, but I’ll probably fo- 
cus on art more than writing in 
the future,” said Benjamin Pintor. 
Pintor is one of the artists and an 
industrial design major at NECC. 

Dane Cecil is an art illustra- 
tion major at NECC. He was not 
one of the artists on this project 
but was there to support his peers 
and examine their work. 

“These pictures are really 
nice,” Cecil said. “I like the way 
they use the details in the pictures 
to tell the story.” 

Viewing times for the display 
are Monday thru Thursday 2-9 
p.m., Fridays, 2-5 p.m. and Satur- 
days, 9 a.m. - | p.m. 

Only the framed first page of 
each story-board will be on dis- 
play, but books can be purchased 
for $5 by contacting professor 
Marc Mannheimer at mmann- 
heimer@necc.mass.edu. 


By Jessica FREEMAN 
Correspondent 

“There’s | more paperwork 
now,” jokes Mike Hearn, the re- 
cently appointed director of Li- 
brary Services. Hearn said his job 
is now more administrative, and 
that he misses being able to work 
with students directly. 

Hearn started his new position 
over the summer on July 1. Be- 
fore this, he worked as a librar- 
ian on the Lawrence campus for 
eight and a half years. When the 
Lawrence library staff was asked 
about their former colleague, they 
spoke fondly of working with 
Hearn and all agreed it was great 
that he was the director of library 
services now. The Haverhill Li- 
brary staff was also enthusiastic 
about having a new director in 
charge of the library. 

Hearn has a Bachelor of Arts 
in American/United States Stud- 
ies from Washington College in 
Maryland and a Masters of Li- 
brary and Information Scienc- 
es from the University of South 
Carolina. 

In his new role, Hearn recog- 
nizes the challenges of working 
at a community college in terms 
of being able to reach students, 
and said he “encourages students 
to stop in and find out everything 
[the library] has to offer.” 

These services include access 
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to books and DVDs, online re- 
sources, access to research assis- 
tants to help students and being 
able to call or text for help. 
Hearn has also helped staff 
that teach information literacy 
courses. Information _ literacy 


_ courses are now a requirement 


for all NECC students. Hearn and 
the other librarians have done 
their part to help by creating the 
Lib Guides that can be found on 
the library’s website and can help 
students research and evaluate 
sources. 

As for new technology being 
introduced to the campus, Hearn 
said that students “may know 
that they can borrow books and 
DVD, but they might not know 
that they have access to over 3 
million items” from other col- 
leges through the NOBLE group, 
and that the library “also provides 
many electronic sources of infor- 
mation, including almost 40,000 
eBooks, hundreds of audiobooks, 
and streaming videos.” 

Hearn is working with the 
Lawrence campus to transform 
the library from a smaller space 
located in the basement to a li- 
brary more accessible to students. 
Hearn says the college hopes 
to change the Lawrence library 
by “opening a new Information 
Literacy Lab on the Lawrence 
campus this fall, which includes 
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a library instruction classroom 
and media viewing center for stu- 
dents.” 

Hearn hopes this will help 
students to be able to get more 
directed, accessible, one on one 
services from the library. Hearn 
also said that, the library would 
offer the same academic technol- 
ogy assistance to students as in 
the other library. 

In Hearn’s work with the li- 
brary, he sees that his responsi- 
bilities are not only to his typi- 
cal patrons of both students and 
teachers, but also that of the 
greater community. Hearn rec- 
ognizes that the NECC libraries, 
play a unique role in the area 
by being somewhat of a public 
library to some residents in the 
communities in which the cam- 
puses are located. 

It is clear that Hearn is pas- 
sionate about his job and despite 
his new projects and paperwork, 
he is still all about helping stu- 
dents learn and access informa- 
tion in the easiest way possible 
for them. 


Interviews were conducted 
with Mike Hearn over email, and 
during an in person interview. 
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Lawrence 8 testing 
center received a 


substantial update 
By Fairu GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 

Lawrence campus has a new 
testing center, better equipped to 
handle students and now offering 
walk-in testing. 
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had eight computers, and it’s 
been very difficult with appoint- 
ments. So, we now have walk-in 
testing,” said Bertolino. 

The new Lawrence testing 
center can be found at L-135. 

The new testing center of- 
fers expanded hours, more staff, 
walk-in testing, 20 computers 
and more flexibility on when stu- 
dents can test. 


SS Fo re 


Right now, Lawrence is testing about 
1,300 in a year. 


- Louise Michaud 


we 


Donna _ Bertolino, assistant 
dean of Academic Support Ser- 
vices, and Louise Michaud, as- 
sessment officer at the Lawrence 
Testing Center, were two of the 
driving forces behind the new 
testing center. 

“T think the biggest thing we 
want students to know is that 
we now have walk-in testing [in 
Lawrence]. All of the time that 
we’ve had academic assessments 
in Lawrence, it has been by ap- 
pointment only. We’ve tried our 
best. We’ve had one evening per 
week for all of these years, but 
appointment based. We’ve only 


The new testing center is a big 
improvement over the old center, 
which only had eight computers 
and appointment-based testing. 

“Sometimes our schedule was 
so full they’d have to wait a full 
two weeks. And travelling to the 
Haverhill campus, a lot of times, 
was an issue for our students,” 
said Michaud. 

“Right now, Lawrence is test- 
ing about 1,300 in a year,” said 
Bertolino. 

Hours for Lawrence campus 
testing can be found at http:// 
www.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 
testing/assessment/test-dates/. 


RST Es Ber eee Northern Essex 
. ——— Community College 


is the time to register for your spring classes 
and complete your financial aid paperwork. 


Register for your classes and complete your financial aid paperwork before you leave 
for the semester. Meet with-your assigned advisor. Your assigned advisor is listed on the 
“Who is my Advisor?” link that can be found by logging into MyNECC, and selecting 

My Information, Look up my advisor. Register early to get the classes and schedule 
you want — and avoid long lines! 


Current Students’ Registration 
November 3 - December 10 


For more information, visit www.nece.mass.edu/register 
Save $100 by registering before January 5 and avoid paying a late registration penalty. 


Exoect more at Northern Essex. 
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Rod Doherty speaks about journalism 


Rod Doherty speaks 
at Liberal Arts 


Reception 
By REBECCA WESTERMAN 


' Features Editor 
The Fall 2014 Liberal Arts Re- 
ception took place on Wednesday 
Oct. 22 in room 317 of the Spurk 
Building. Liberal Arts students in 
Journalism and Communications 
and staff members were invited 
to a luncheon and to listen to a 
speech given by NECC Alumnus 
Rod Doherty, and invited to take 
free used books. ‘ 
coordinator 


Amy Callahan, 
for the Journalism and Commu- 
nications program, introduced 


the current Editor in Chief of the 
NECC Observer Faith Grego- 


involved with these organizations 
for over 10 years. 

During his talk he shared how 
he became involved with jour- 
nalism, the direction that he feels 
journalism and communications 
is taking with current technology 
and his own personal experiences 
in the field of journalism. 

Doherty’s involvement in 
journalism began at NECC in a 
peculiar manner. He was advised 
to take a journalism class by a 
veteran who had been there for 
a year because it was ‘easy’ and 
it transformed into a life long ca- 
reer for Doherty. 

“What happened here in the 
start of my career, I was a veteran 
and there were a lot of veterans 
here in the late 60’s and 70’s, 
and in my journalism class we 
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Rod Doherty speaking at Liberal Arts Reception. 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Rod Doherty mingling with students and staff before giv- 


ing a talk on journalism. 


ry. Gregory, then introduced the 
guest speaker Rod Doherty. 

Doherty is an alumnus of 
NECC, and got involved in jour- 
nalism in an unconventional way 
during his time at school between 
the years of 1971-1973. 

He was a long time executive 
editor at Foster’s Daily Demo- 
crat, served as president at the 
New England Society of News- 
paper Editors, and on the New 
England Associated Press Exec- 
utive Association. Doherty was 


thought because we were a bit 
older that it would be a good idea 
to work for the Observer. The 
problem we had was the Observ- 
er at that time, I don’t know who 
the snobs were, the Observer kids 
or us. We had a hard time identi- 
fying with them, they had a hard 
time identifying with us.” 

An issue over a muddy park- 
ing lot at NECC is what inspired 
Doherty to start writing as a 
journalist, instead of joining the 
Observer staff he took his own 


initiative to start a paper. 

(classmates) created what we 
called an underground paper and 
named it Mudflats Review. The 
reason it was called Mudflats 
Review is that, that parking lot 
which was the primary parking 
lot in 1971 was it was all dirt. In 
the Spring, it was all mud.” 

“What was going on, was we 
would all be out there when we 
were leaving classes we'd had to 
help each other push our cars out, 
you'd have to call tow trucks and 
that was expensive, it got to the 
point where tow trucks would be 
lined up out on the roads waiting 
for us to need them and that was 
pretty expensive. Students were 
starting to get ticked off that this 
was becoming so much of a prob- 
lem.” 

What began as_ sneaking 
around and having an under- 
ground paper turned into a much 
larger and well recognized chan- 
nel for journalism students to 
have more options. 

“So, Brian Hardy and I, anoth- 
er veteran decided, ‘Well, what 
are we gonna do about it?’ and 
we created this newspaper Mud- 
flats Review.” 

“We focused on the problem 
of the mudflats and why the uni- 
versity or the state just wasn’t 
doing anything to help us and 
we printed secretly by making 
friends with the then-president’s 
of the college secretary who 
would sneak us into his confer- 
ence room where the machine 
was, copy our stories with the 
Observer, staple them and then 
scoot around campus and distrib- 
ute them, and it caught on.” 

“So, next year we did a few 
other editions mostly focusing on 
issues and what came out of that 
was for me, led to some success 
and getting scholarships at Bos- 
ton University.” 

The NECC Observer has not 
always been on as much of a 
forefront as it has been in more 
recent years. Doherty’s contribu- 
tion of the Mudflats Review has 
paved the way for more oppor- 
tunities for both journalism and 
communications students today 
at NECC. “More importantly for 
you, our adviser at the time had 
kind of lost her interest in jour- 
nalism so to speak and she got ex- 
cited by what we were doing with 
the Mudflat’s Review and moved 
over to the Observer to work with 
the young people who seemed to 
be more interested in gossip than 
news. 

“When we graduated, Brian 
Hardy stayed with that group. 
The next thing you knew, the Ob- 
server was growing, doing a bet- 
ter job, and it’s now become an 
incredibly well recognized and 
award winning newspaper. That’s 
been very satisfactory to me.” 

Doherty briefly spoke of the 
Opportunities he took advantage 
of while at NECC with utilizing 
the GI Bill being a veteran. He 
said how going to school is a 
good idea for returning veterans 
trying to get used to civilian life. 

In journalism today, there are 
many issues with how quickly in- 
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Rod Doherty speaking to liberal arts students and staff at 


Liberal Arts Reception. 


formation can be spread through 
online social media, especially 
websites like Facebook and Twit- 
ter. The credibility of sources of 
information are increasingly low- 
ered as technology progresses as 
newspapers try to keep up, and 
Doherty has over his career had 
to adapt to those changes. 

“When I started as a report- 
er the only thing I had to car- 
ry around was a little pen and a 
notebook. Not too long after, the 
editor said he was making all the 
reporters carry cameras, and we 
were outraged.” 

This sort of adaption for 
Doherty was the first of many, 
having to take pictures and get 
a story simultaneously is a chal- 
lenge journalists face. 

“Lets go to today, when a re- 
porter joins us now, you need to 
know how to be a reporter, you 
need to know how to be able to 
get a story, you need to know how 
to take photos, you need to be 
able to take video, you need to be 
able to email us from the scene, 
you need to be able to post from 
the scene.” 

A contention among different 
newspapers is allowing reporters 
to post content directly to a me- 
dium without an editor’s review. 
On one hand, it saves time and 
the goal of today’s journalism is 
often being the first with a story. 

“On the other hand, it can 
breed inaccuracy and false in- 
formation spread around which 
is very detrimental to the quality 
of journalism as a whole. “Most 
(newspapers) that I know are still 
concerned particularly if they’re 
a small daily, or.medium sized 
daily, with entry level reporters.” 

“We worry a little bit about the 
things they would say or write be- 
ing perhaps libelous or inappro- 
priate.” 

Doherty thinks over time edi- 
tor review will fade even more as 
social media progresses. 

“I have a suspicion that over 
time that will go away and there’s 
an internal debate about that, 
There’s these concerns about as 
a news business looking at the 
statistics, the low level of credi- 
bility.” 

“Ten, 15 years ago if you were 


to depend on a news source when 
they rated credibility it would 
always be newspapers at a very 
high percent.” 

“That’s changed, what con- 
tributes to the problem of quality 
is that we went from being com- 
munity bulletin board newspa- 
pers to because of the people who 
were coming into journalism, the 
reputation that journalism was 
getting nationwide for investiga- 
tion was triggered more because 
we grew significantly because we 
became far more important to the 
community and the communi- 
ties was expanding and we grew 
to meet a far higher standard of 
what the readers wanted and what 
we could do.” 

“Now, in the past 10 years, 
where like in 1974 where our 
capacity of the expectation is far 
greater that we should be doing 
more and doing better.” 

The shift from actual paper 
newspapers to online newspapers 
has potential to be unsuccess- 
ful because many people simply 
trust print more than something 
online, he said. 

“We’re doing more and more 
digital and on the web, here’s the 
other problem. Because of the re- 
source issues, we’ re all doing two 
things now; we’re putting out a 
newspaper and we’re putting out 
a newspaper online. 

“There are far fewer hands so 
more people are doing more with 
less, and still that expectation is 
growing.” 

Despite many hurdles aspir- 
ing journalists face, Doherty is 
pleased with the future of jour- 
nalism. 

“We all go through phases as 
we get older where we think the 
next generation can’t do it the 
way we do it. I can say that when I 
have visited various colleges and 
high schools, I always came away 
with the thought that journalism 
is in good shape, how it evolves 
that’s still probably unsettling 
but the talent and dedication that 
I feel from my experience that it 
takes to create good journalists is 
there in the new generation.” ~ 
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Dancing with student Nina Cabral 


Nina Cabral is a 
devoted dancer and 
student at NECC 


By Sunaina RICHARDS 
Correspondent 

With big brown eyes and a 
bright and bubbly personality, 
NECC dance major Nina Cabral 
easily grabs and holds her audi- 
ence’s attention, even when she 
isn’t dancing. 

At only nineteen years old, 
Nina just started getting offers 
from dance companies in Boston 
and is going to perform as the 
lead in Slutcracker, a Burlesque 
version of the Nutcracker, at the 
Somerville Theater in early De- 
cember. 

Very petite, energetic, and al- 
ways onto the next thing, Nina 
radiates confidence, especially 
when she dances. 

Nina is described by fellow 
dance member Zany Dwight, a 
freshman at NECC and fellow 
member of the dance club, as 
having “a quick wit and extreme- 
ly talented, and never a show off, 
but carries herself in the beauty 
and grace of a good and genuine 
person.” 

Even those who have only 
worked with Nina for a short 
amount of time are left with a 
positive impression as someone 


PACE yourself 


| By Frep Ritey III 


who is not only a success with 
their dancing career, but also with 
maintaining modesty and a real 
consideration for others. Zany 
also said, “she has become a per- 
son I look up to. 

She is totally herself and she 
is very accepting of others. She 
encourages me when we dance, 
even though she is obviously the 
shining star.” 

Nina’s passion for dance start- 
ed when she was 13 years old, 
and she has been in love with it 
ever since. Although she took 
classes when she was very small, 
she hardly remembered any of it. 

“My older sister, who I looked 
up to, decided that dance was 
lame and so neither she nor I 
would be doing that activity any- 
more,” Nina said. 

“After my sister went to high 
school, I had a large. chunk of 
time to figure out who I was as a 
person. I might have never start- 
ed dancing had my older sister 
not gone to the public high school 
since I was very much living in 
her shadow.” 

Now, Nina works every day to 
improve her dancing and intends 
to pursue a career in it. 

From 2012-2013, Nina spend 
a year living in New York study- 
ing ballet at the Gelsey Kirkland 
Academy of Classical Ballet, 
which was great preparation for 


the upcoming roles she was able 
to land this year. 

“It was a blast! I was in New 
York for a year, starting first with 
the ABT [American Ballet The- 
ater] summer intensive and then 
the Bolshoi (a Russian ballet 
school) summer intensive,” Nina 
said. 

She auditioned for the Gelsey 
Kirkland School during the sum- 
mer intensives and got in. “I had 
to,” she said. 

“My dad told me that ifI didn’t 
come back with anything that the 
summer was going to be my ‘last 
shebang’ with dance.” 

After the year, she felt she had 
improved significantly. “Some- 
thing I really enjoyed at my dance 


school, which was at the cross ° 


section of Canal and Franklin, 
was that one of the studios had a 
big window that overlooked the 
street. The street happened to be 
one that a tourist bus would ride 
on. 

“Whenever the tourist bust 
would be at a red light people 
would gawk at us in amazement 
and take pictures. I really felt 
like I was doing it, like I was go- 
ing somewhere with dance, but in 
reality I was still paying.” 

Last year, a ballet company in 
Burlington put her on as an ap- 
prentice, and she performed for 
them. It was the first time she 


was considered part of a compa- 
ny. “I was so excited and happy 
about it that I cried,” she said. 

Looking back, she realized it 
wasn’t even a big company, and 
she wasn’t even assigned much 
work, but she was so happy that 
someone had recognized her 
work and wanted her. 

As an apprentice she had the 
advantage of getting to take free 
classes and improve her dancing. 

This year, Nina also got the 
lead in the performance of Drac- 
ula as the character Wilhelmina. 
John Ling, who played the role of 
Dracula, described her as a “true 
treasure.” 

Working with Nina was a 
wonderful experience for me,” 
John said. 

“T have had numerous partners 
in the past, most good and some 
bad. I am happy to report that my 
experience with Nina was excel- 
lent. 

“She is a talented dancer with 
much to offer anyone. She is con- 
siderate, sweet, strong and, most 
importantly, very humble.” 

She was also invited to join 
two dance companies in Boston 
after attending the Boston Dance 
Alliance audition for Slutcracker. 

A friend of hers, who used to 
go to NECC, offered that Nina 
go with her to the audition. AI- 
though Nina initially questioned 


WHY TRANSFER TO 


Correspondent 

Karen Mitchell is the director of the 
Pathways to Academic and Career Excel- 
lence also known as the PACE program at 
Northern Essex Community College. 

Mitchell has been working at NECC for 
21 years or one-third of her life. Mitchell 
started at NECC in 1993 as an academic 
adviser/career councilor. During her time 
as an academic adviser from 1993 until 
1997, Mitchell advocated Perkins Voca- 
tional Education grants for college wom- 
an in non-traditional careers and assisted 
Lawrence high school juniors and seniors 
in making the transition to college through 
the Massachusetts Educational Opportunity 
Project (MEOP). 

In 1997, Karen became the director of 
the PACE program at NECC. 

The Pace program is a federally funded 
program. Started by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson in The Educational Opportunity 
Act of 1964, the program is available to 
250 students, or two-thirds of students at 
NECC as mandated by Congress. 

PACE participants must come from fam- 
ilies with incomes at least 150 percent or 
less of the federal poverty level, and either 
parent must have graduated with a bachelor 
degree or higher. 

PACE was originally part of the Trio 
Project started by the Educational Opportu- 
nity act of 1964. It stands for the three edu- 
cation programs that were started in 1964. 
Currently there are now eight educational 
funded programs provided by the federal 
government. The programs are available to 
students in more than 1,000 colleges in the 
U.S., the Caribbean and the Pacific Islands. 

Mitchell graduated from The Univer- 
sity of New Hampshire, Durham in 1973 
with a Bachelor of the Arts in Spanish 
and minored in education. Mitchell started 


working in education as a Spanish teacher 
at Kennett High School in Conway, N.H. 
from 1974 through 1977. 

Mitchell then earned a Master of Arts in 
Liberal Studies from Dartmouth College 
in Hanover, N.H. in 1979. She went on to 
work as a student adviser for New England 
College in Henniker, N.H. from 1979 until 
1988. 

In 1988, Mitchell became a college 
counselor at Great Bay Community Col- 
lege in Stratham N.H. and worked there 
until 1993. In 1993, she started working at 
NECC. 

In 1995, Mitchell earned a second mas- 


_ters degree in Education from the Uni- 


versity of New Hampshire, Durham. She 
has also attended NECC. In 1999 she was 
awarded a certificate in Computer Applica- 
tions with high honors in the subject. 

Mitchell’s office is located in the student 
advising center on the second floor of the 
Haverhill campus. She also travels to the 
Lawrence campus once a week. 

Mitchell said her favorite part of the job 
is “to help students achieve their goal and 
dreams, it is phenomenal.” 

Michael Markham, who also works for 
PACE, said, “Karen is energetic, kind, and 
compassionate in putting students ahead of 
everyone. She is good working with stu- 
dents who face challenges.” Markham has 
been working with Karen for the last 17 
years. 

Mitchell likes to travel. While attend- 
ing the University Of New Hampshire, 
Durham, she spent her junior year studying 
abroad at the University of Navarra in Pam- 
plona Spain. She has also been to France, 
England, Hawaii, Guatemala, and she has 
visited Yellowstone. She would like to visit 
Iceland and Switzerland in the future. 


it because of its scandalous na- 
ture, she decided that she needed 
to put herself out there and give 
her dancing some exposure. “I 
can’t go anywhere if no one has 
seen me!” she said. 

The BDA audition had differ- 
ent auditions for four different 
types of dance: ballet, modern/ 
improv, hip hop and jazz. For the 
modern/improvy audition, 

Nina decided to try something 
new and pulled her shirt over her 
head while walking on all fours. 

Although worried it might 
come across as silly, the judges 
apparently appreciated her spon- 
taneity; she was just recently 
invited to join the Jo-Mé Dance 
Company and Rainbow Tribe. 

“A really close friend of mine 
told me that everyone has special 
talents and they were given to us 
by a higher power for us to use, 
and if we don’t use what we are 
given we are pretty much letting 
the universe down,” said Nina. 

Nina’s passion for dance has 
already taken her further than she 
ever would have believed, and 
she is excited to progress in her 
dancing career as she continues 
to study at NECC. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 242 hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is 


a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 


sciences, business, engineering, 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


OPEN HOUSE 
DATES 


September 20, 2014 
October 18, 2014 
November 15, 2014 
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Sports Editor 
Knights lose men’s 
basketball season 


opener 105-79 


The Knights began their 
season with a loss on the road 
in Concord, N.H. as they took 
on NHTI in a non-conference 
matchup. The Knights had a 
poor shooting night, making 
39 percent of their field goals 
and shooting a dismal 24 per- 
cent from three-point range. 
NECC did a good job on the 
boards fortheir limited size, but 
20 turnovers kept them from 
sustaining any sort of run. The 
Knights will try to fix these 
mistakes in their scrimmage 
game against Daniel Webster 
today in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. 


Knights face a tough 
schedule in the next 


two weeks 

Over the next 15 days, the 
Knights men’s _ basketball 
team will be dealing with: a 
tough stretch of six games 
against quality opponents. 
Four of those six games are 
conference matchups, the 
first of which will take place 
Nov. 8 at Lincoln 
College of New England. Af- 
ter the Knights’ home opener 
on. Novy. 11, they have three 
crucial conference games 
against MassBay Community 
College (Nov. 13), Holyoke 
Community College (Nov. 15) 
and Massasoit Community 
College (Nov. 17). 


Women’s basketball 

will take on Holyoke 
Community College 

November ih) 


he Knights’ women’s 
basketball team will play a 
home game against Holy- 
oke on Saturday, Nov. 15 
at 1 p.m. in the Sport and 
Fitness Center on the Haverhill 
campus. The Knights 
currently only have six players 
on the roster, and will not be 
able to schedule more games 
until more players sign up. As 
of now, the only other game 
scheduled is on Feb. 14, also 
against Holyoke. Players in- 
terested in joining the team 
can contact head coach Brent 
Bass at bbass@necc.mass.edu. 


Intramural sports 
schedule for the next 


two weeks 

Dodgeball will be played in 
the Sport and Fitness Center 
today from noon to | p.m. On 
Thursday, Nov. 13, there will 
be free pool in the lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center. The 
next day, Nov. 14, there will 
be a foosball tournament from 
noon to 1 p.m., also in the 
lobby. The following week, 
there will be floor hockey on 
* Wednesday and volleyball on 
Friday. 


asahits baseball celebrates 


second annual Alumni Da 


Current and former 
Knights come 
together for a day of 
fun and games 


By MIke ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

On Sunday, Oct. 19, players 
from past and present NECC 
Knights baseball teams gath- 
ered on the Haverhill campus 
for the second annual Alumni 
Day. In all, about 17 baseball 
alums from several different 
Knights’ teams and their fam- 
ilies came to the festivities 
which included a cookout, a 
home run derby and an alumni 
baseball game. 

Among the players who 
came to the game were Fran- 
cisco Baez (‘03), a former 
All-Star and a member of the 
first state championship team, 


effectively “starting the 
winning tradition here” as 
Athletic Director Sue 


MacAvoy puts it. 
Also present were members 
of the 2005 team, as well as 


more recent teams from 2012, 
2013 and 2014. 

Representing the 2012 
team were Pat Parker, a 
former All-American who 
went on to play two years 
for the Umass Lowell River- 


Everyone had a great time. Current and 
former players sat and shared stories. 
- Sue MacAvoy, Athletic Director 
NECC 


Group photo of all NECC faculty and student-athletes involved in the Alumni Day festivities, 


Photo 


Dan Bonito, a member of the Knights’ 2013 World Series 
team, won the home run derby with 3 homers to right field. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Current and former Knights baseball players gathered on Oct. 19 for a day full of fun that 


included a home run derby, an alumni baseball game and a barbeque. 


Hawks, and Keegan Pafford, 
another All-American who 
won a Rawlings’ Gold Glove 
award for his outstanding play 
in centerfield. 

One member of the 2013 
team who was present was 
Dan Bonito, who took home 
the prize in the home run 
derby with 3 homers over the 
right field fence. 

However, the real star of 
the afternoon was former 
Knight Manny Cabral (‘13). 
After graduating from NECC 
last year, Cabral decided 
that he wanted to make a 


difference. He did this by 
donating some of his bone 
marrow to a person who 
needed it, a person whom he 
didn’t even know. 

Sue MacAvoy was truly 
moved by his selflessness, 
and decided that she was 
going to nominate him for an 
Outstanding Alumni Award 
to recognize his community 
service. Cabral received the 
award at graduation last year. 

“To think that an All-Star 
player with a bright future 
would just put athletics aside 


Continued on page 11 


hoto courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
along with their families. 


Photo 


Former Knights’ All-American and Gold Glove centerfielder 
Keegan Pafford steps up to bat in the home run derby. 


No 
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Former Knight’s standout Manny 
Cabral one of the stars of Alumni Day 


Last year Cabral 
was awarded the 
Outstanding Alumni 
Award for service to 


his community 
Continued from page 10 
like that and help another 
person; I don’t even have any 
words to describe it,” said 
MacAvoy. 

Fast forward to _ the 
weekend of Oct. 19, and 
Cabral is about to meet the 
woman who received his 
bone marrow. He decided to 
bring Rebecca Dolan, 32, of 
Columbus, Ohio, to the 
Alumni Day festivities. 

Dolan received Cabral’s 
bone marrow in January of 
2013, and credits Manny with 
saving her life. She has since 
returned to her job at the Ohio 
State University, and after 
some emails back and forth, 
the two agreed to meet on Oct. 
17. Dolan and her immediate 
family flew into Boston on the 
evening of Oct. 17, and met 
Cabral at his aunt’s house. To- 
gether they sat and talked, and 
Dolan was finally able to thank 


her savior face to face. 
The alumni played a full 
seven-inning game that last- 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Former Knights’ standout Manny Cabral, left, standing with 
Rebecca Dolan, 32, of Columbus, Ohio. Dolan recieved 
Cabral’s donated bone marrow in January 2013. 


NECC to honor 
veterans at home 
opener Nov. 11 


NECC has partnered with 


Operation Hat Trick 
By Mike ALonci 
Sports Editor 

The NECC men’s basketball team 
opens up their season on Nov. | and 
plays their first two games on the road 
at NHTI and Lincoln College of New 
England. 

However, the season won’t really 
get going until Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 
when the Knights play their first home 
game of the 2014-2015 season against 
Gateway Community College (Conn). 
This game kicks off a tough stretch 
of seven games in 14 days, including 
conference games against MassBay, 
Holyoke and Massasoit Community 
College. 

To celebrate Veterans Day this year, 
NECC is planning to have a ceremo- 
ny honoring local current and former 
veterans before the Knights’ home 
opener. Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy 
says that NECC student Carli Hamilton 
will be singing the National Anthem 
before the game, and she is hoping to 
get a local high school ROTC program 
to be the color guard for the ceremony. 

There will also be a small ceremo- 
ny honoring current and former NECC 
students who are veterans, as well as 
possibly other local veterans. All NECC 
students and alumni who are veterans 
are encouraged to attend the festivities. 

MacAvoy also stated that NECC 


has designed hats with Operation 
Hat Trick, an organization that helps 
veterans with both visible and invisible 
wounds from the battlefield through the 
sale of OHT branded merchandise. The 
hats will have the NECC Knights’ logo 
on the front, and the proceeds will go to 
the Wounded Warrior Project. 

Operation Hat Trick was 
established in 2007 by Dot Sheehan of 
New Hampshire, and started as a local 
community program at the University 
of New Hampshire. Over the years, it 
has grown into a nationally recognized 
program, with over 220 schools from 
all 50 states adopting the program, most 
recently NECC. 

Teams from Minor League Base- 
ball and the American Hockey League 
have also joined. Even NHL teams such 
as the San Jose Sharks, Tampa Bay 
Lightning, and Boston Bruins ~have 
adopted OHT. 

In addition to the Operation Hat 
Trick fundraiser, the NECC softball 
team will also be holding a bake sale at 
the Veterans Day game to raise money 
for a local charity of their choice. 

Planning for this event is_ still 
underway and some items on the agen- 
da may change, but it will surely be an 
exciting day on the NECC Haverhill 
campus when the Knights play their 
home opener. 

The game will begin at 3 p.m. in 
the Sport and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 


ed about two hours. Former 
Knights’ coach Chris Shanah- 
an, who was with the Knights 


in their 2012 World Series run, 
coached the alumni team. 

In the fifth inning, there was 
a ceremony on the field where 
Cabral received his Knights 


team jersey, and Rebecca was 
given some NECC baseball 
gear. Dolan also gave Cabral 
several gifts, including a book 
full of thank you letters from 
her friends and family. 

After the game, MacAvoy 
and Cabral’s coach, Jeff Mejia, 
spoke about Cabral’s service 
and his selflessness, 

“We talked about how we 
wanted our other athletes 
to grow and have a positive 
impact on other people’s 
lives,” said MacAvoy. 


After the home run derby 
and baseball game were over, 
families 


players and their 


gathered for a barbeque. 

“Everyone had a great time, 
current and former players sat 
together and shared stories,” 
said Sue MacAvoy. 


We talked about how we wanted our 
athletes to grow and have a positive 
impact on other people’s lives. 

- Sue MacAvoy, Athletic Director 
NECC 


SS a 


The alumni who gathered 
for the festivities that after- 
noon spanned from the 2003 
and 2005 teams all the way to 
the 2012, 2013 and 2014 World 
Series teams. The day was 
filled with great fun and fond 
memories being shared by all. 
Next fall, the alums will gather 
on the Haverhill campus again 
for another great Alumni Day. 

For more information on 
the Alumni Day festivities or 
Manny Cabral’s heroic 
story, go to necc.mass.edu and 
search, “Manny Cabral.” 


What are you 
doing for 
winter break? 


Take an online winter course 
at Fitchburg State University 


Us 


FITCHBURG STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE AND 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
www.fitchburgstate.edu/gce 


Dec. 29, 2014 - Jan. 11, 2015 


Catch up or get ahead without leaving home 
— ALL WINTER COURSES ARE ONLINE! 


REGISTER TODAY 


fitchburgstate.edu/gce/reg 


978-665-4196 


Information Session: January 6 
fitchburgstate.edu/gce/infosession 


(snow date January 8) 
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“I’m into the culinary arts. It 
comes from watching Emeril La- 
gasse on the Food Network,” said 
Prescott. The TV chef brought 
some ‘BAM!’ into his life. 

The previous program that 
Prescott was involved with al- 
lowed him to shop and cook for 
himself. Lobster, clams and scal- 
lops wrapped in bacon are on 
his list of seafood delights. He 
dreams of his own restaurant one 
day. Prescott has a strong enough 
work ethic to run one. 

“TJ don’t sit around. I go to the 
cafe to work and I do whatever is 
asked of me,” said Prescott. 

Chef Barry Towle, who is 


also the manager at Jitters, said, 
“Mike is a hard worker and he 
has a good head on his shoulders. 
He really tries at everything that 
comes his way.” 

Previously, through the Oppor- 
tunity Works program, Prescott 
has been able to serve meals to 
the homeless at an area Salvation 
Army shelter. This meant a lot to 
him. He takes great pride in his 
ability to serve his community in 
that manner. 

“Mike is gracious and grateful 
for all that he has,” said Jamie 
Nadeau. “He is generous and was 
overjoyed to serve lunch to the 
homeless.” 

Of course, it’s not all work for 
Prescott. He’s been to Fenway 


ic S00) 


Park to see the Sox take on the 
Baltimore Orioles. That was a 
reward for setting a weight loss 
goal and achieving it. Prescott 
earns his way through life. 

“Tt was incredible the first time 
that I walked into Fenway Park. 
I came up the cement stairs and 
there it was. It’s so big and green. 
I was happy that I got to see Big 
Papi play,” said Prescott. 

Prescott’s other hobby is 
something that he is equally as 
passionate about, music. A few 
years back, his mother and step- 
father gave him one of his most 
cherished Christmas gifts. It was 
tickets to see the Backstreet Boys 
reunion show at Boston Garden. 
It even included a limousine ride 


THERE'S SOMETHING SERIOUS 
WRONG WITH YOUR RADAR. 
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Learn more in one click at TIAA.org | 


LIPPER 
FUND AWARDS 


or call 855 200-7243. 


und companies in 2013 with at least f 


NY, 10017. 


to and from the show. He still 
glows when he discusses the eve- 
ning out. It’s that infectious smile 
of his that sets you at ease. 

That was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity,” said Prescott. 

Mike Prescott is not just an 
avid music listener, he is also a 
performer with a choral group 
called ‘Playing Among the Stars’. 

“Mike thrives in the lime- 
light,” said Nadeau. “He has no 
fear. He recruits others to learn 
about projects. He doesn’t mind 
speaking in public. Still, he is a 
sensitive individual.” 

The group does performances 
on a regular basis. Prescott has 
been a member for the past 3 
years and has taken part in many 


of the shows. The music ranges 
from Broadway hits to holiday 
music. They usually do the con- 
certs with pre-recorded music, 
but have played with live musi- 
cians. 

He will have made connec- 
tions that could only be made 
here,” said Nadeau. She is un- 
certain where he will finish out 
his third 10 week assignment. 
He may serve it at the Lawrence 
campus. One thing is for certain, 
wherever and whatever that may 
be, Mike Prescott will do his best 
with a smile on his face. 


Award iS given to the group with the iawest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return fer eligible funds 
at penod ended 11/30/12 and 11/30/13, resoectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund companies in 
ve equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. TIAA-CREF Individual 
ces, LLC, and Teachers Personal investors Services,.Inc., members FINRA, distribute secunties products, 
chers Insurance and Annuity Association of America — College Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 
ra Avenue, New York 


Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. Go to 
tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other information, Read 
carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market and other risk factors. 
Past performance does not guarantee future results. “ 


